
 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT OF 

OPERATORS  
ABILITY/KNOWLEDGE TO OPERATE 

 
45CM GAS PROPANE UNDER GONDOLA SHARK 

 
OPERATORS ARE REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRTATE THE FOLLOWING 

 
Question 1  Why is it important to check the date on the gas bottle 
 
ANSWER 

a. The gas bottle must not be filled after the expiry date 
 

b. Gas bottle must then be tested by a Licensed Operator 
 
Question 2  There are a number of important steps to follow when STARTING 

this machine assuming the gas bottle is fitted and is full. Number the 
items in correct order? 

 
ANSWER – STARTING  
 

1 Check engine oil level 
2 Prior to starting, select and apply appropriate safety equipment – EG hearing 
protection 
3 Tilt machine backwards before starting – same for stopping  
4 Position accelerator in starting position, turn gas bottle on and press primer button 
on g as regulator.  
5 Press starter button machine should start within 4-5 seconds 
6 Run the engine at half throttle for approximately 2 minutes to allow efficient 

warm up - position accelerator in run position   
7 Tilt machine forward on to floor. 

 
Question 3  There are a number of important steps to follow when STOPPING 

this machine. Number the items in correct order? 
 
ANSWER – STOPPING   
 

1. Tilt the machine back to allow the pad to be off the floor 
2 .Return the throttle to the start position 
3  Turn off the valve on the gas cylinder and allow engine to run until stopping due 

to lack of gas 
4 Remove the gas line hose from the cylinder 

 



Question 4  Is it compulsory for an operator to wear hearing protection when 
operating this machine?  

 
ANSWER 
 

This machine operates at a noise level in excess of 85 d(B)A. Therefore, hearing 
protection must be worn at all times when operating this machine. 

 
Question 5 What is the correct grade of oil that must be used, and how much is 

required when doing an oil change, and how often should this service 
be done? 

 
ANSWER 
 

a Valvoline HPO 30 OR SAE 30 grade 
b Approx. 800mls for each machine if empty  
c Oil must be changed once a month 

 
Question 6  You have been instructed to operate this machine in a full working 

environment inside a shopping centre - please number the answers 
below in correct order when you’re about to start /stop this machine. 

ANSWER 
 

a Select area where work is to be performed and remove all obstructions where 
possible  

b Barricade off work area or position floor signs indicating work in progress/wet 
floor etc. 

c Ensure appropriate Personal Protective equipment is available and is in 
serviceable condition 

d Ensure an appropriate pad is fitted to the machine 
e Adjust handle to a comfortable working height  
f Engage brush drive when your ready to start 
g Disengage brush drive when stopping 
h Turn gas bottle off and allow engine to stop. 
NEVER VENT GAS INSIDE A BUILDING  

 
Question 7 List four things you must do before storing the machine at the end of 

a four shift. EG Ensure a full gas bottle is available for the next shift – 
what else 

 
ANSWER 

 
a Ensure  gas bottle is turned off  
b Arrange for gas bottle to be refilled if required 
c Ensure machine is thoroughly cleaned down (especially under the machine) and 
the air filters are cleaned  



d Remove and clean pad and pad holder 
 

Question 8 Regarding maintenance of this machine – what action should be taken 
prior to starting this machine? 

 
ANSWER 

a Check the oil level in the sump is correct 
b Ensure fittings are securely tightened and check there no leaks at either fitting  
c Ensure oil filter is clean – serviced correctly 
d Clear engine cooling vanes 

 
Question 9  You have just completed a service on this machine – Was this a 40 
hour - 100 hour or a 20 hour service. Circle the correct answer? 
 
ANSWER  
 

a 20 hour service 
 
MAINTENANCE 
1 Prior To Use: 

 Check oil level and condition 
 Clean and or replace engine and carburetor filters 
 Check pad condition 
 Clear engine cooling vanes 
 Check all gas lines and fittings for damage, cuts or leaks. 

 
2 20 Hours/Weekly: 

 Check pad holder and drive system for any loose or worn parts  
 Check drive belt for wear or slippage, adjust or replace as necessary 
 Check pulleys for tightness 
 Check handle bolts, wheel bolts and engine mounting bolts for tightness 
 Check throttle cable for wear 
 All points in item 1 above. 

 
3 25 Hours 1 Bi-Weekly 

 Change oil 
 All points in 1 and 2 above. 

 
4 40 Hours – 1 Monthly 

 Recommended interval for carbon monoxide test 
 All points in items 1, 2 and 3 above. 

 
5 100 Hours- 16 Months 

 Change spark plug 
 All points in items 1, 2, 3 and 4 above. 



 
6 300 Hours/Yearly 

 Return machine to authorized service center for complete service 
 Valve clearance to be checked 
 All points in items 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 above. 

NOTE: THIS MACHINE MUST NEVER BE TILTED ONTO THE LEFT SIDE. 
(VIEWING FROM BEHIND THE UNIT). This will cause oil to seep into the Carburetor 
and head of the engine which will cause excessive smoking and damage to the engine and 
regulator system. 
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